LIOH Statement on 2012 Farmland law amendment bill to be discussed in (National
Parliament) Amyotha Hluttaw
19™ July 2017
From 17719 July 2017 in Yangon, we, the members of Land In Our Hands network-

(90) representatives from (48) organizations of each and every State and Region -- discussed
and analyzed the 16 points Farmland law amendment bill published in The Mirror daily
newspaper on 16™ June 2017 for public consultation; and have issued the following
statement:

1. In our consideration, the existing 2012 Farmland Law and the 2012 Vacant, Fallow,
Virgin Land Law have been drafted without meaningful consultation or getting the
(informed) opinion and consent of the farmers who are 70% of the population of the
country. These laws also have neglected the customary land tenure of ethnic
nationalities as well as the important cultural and historical values of land and
intended to consider land as a commodity for buying and selling, resulting in further
complication and worsening of the current land issues. For example, amending the
provisions about seasonal crops can be interpreted as favoring project crops, so we
consider these as dangerous amendments. In addition, this law to amend the current
farmland law does not comply with and does go against the National Land Use Policy
(2016), so we find the amendment law to be a backtracking amendment with the
effect of moving backward and undermining the NLUP.

2. Since current laws have been developed without the consent of the farmers and
communities, they do not provide protection for land tenure and social security of the
farmers. This process of reforming the current laws in turn has been a rushed and
driven one, so the plan to do a consultation for farmland law amendment poses the
danger/risk to make current land disputes and issues even more complicated.

3. We strongly object to the fact that this farmland law amendment draft hearing session
in the parliament will not gain any effective changes at all, since public-elected
parliamentarians have not gone through any activities to listen to the voice, opinions
and desires of the farmers and the communities.

4. Essentially, we earnestly demand that the timeframe for public hearing of farmland
law amendment draft be modified so that the opinions, perspectives and independent
recommendations of the farmers and communities can be incorporated into the
farmland law amendment process.

5. We want to meet and discuss our findings and analysis with the parliamentarians prior
to any discussion or hearing of farmland law amendment bill.

Land In Our Hands Network



Contact

1. SiThu (+95) 9403 706 052
2. MiKaMun (+95)9401 601 822
3. Alex (+95)9 761 770 115

Signatories to this statement:

1) Farmers’ Environmental and Development Group (Kachin State)
2) Kachin State Farmers’ Group

3) Lisu Civil Society Organization

4) Karenni State Farmers’ Union

5) Kayah EarthRight Action Network

6) Kayah Generation Youth (KNGY)

7) Karen Environmental and Social Action Network (KESAN)
8) Hu Po Ka Paw Group (Kayin State)

9) Karen Human Rights Group

10) Rights and Peace Group (Chin State)

11) TeTain Youth Group (Chin State)

12) Mway Taung Social Development Group (Chin State)

13) Belin Civil Society Network (Mon State)

14) Human Right Foundation of Mon Land (HURFOM)

15) Arakan Farmers’ Union (Rakhine State)

16) Mai Pan Youth Association (Shan State)

17) Tai Youth Network (Shan State)

18) Nyein Thanlwin Foundation (Shan State)

19) Farmers’ and Labourers’ Union (Shan State)

20) Environmental Conservation and Farmers’ Development Group (Shan State)
21) Doe Myay People Development Network (TonTay — Yangon Region)
22) Lin Lat Kyal Group (Yangon- KawtMoo)

23) Thilawa Social Development Group (Yangon)

24) Action Group For Farmers' Affairs (Mandalay)

25) Meikhtilar Farmers’ Network (Mandalay)

26) Social Development Alintan Group (Ayeyarwaddy)

27) Ayeyarwaddy Farmers’ Union (Pathein)

28) Ayeyarwaddy Farmers’ Union (Danuphyu)

29) YaungNi Oo Women’s Group (Ayeyarwaddy)

30) Pan Tain Shin Rural Development Group (Ayeyarwaddy)
31) RDO (Rural Development Organization - Ayeyarwaddy)
32) Farmers’ Union (Laputar)

33) Farmers’ Union (MyaungMya)

34) Farmers’ Union (Mawlamyine Island)

35) Yay Kyi San Group (Bago)

36) Yan Kyi Aung Institute (Sagaing)

37) Action Group For Farmers' Affairs (Bago)

38) Shwe Chin Thit Farmers’ Network (Sagaing)

39) Magway Farmers’ Union

40) Myit Kway Ayeyar Social Development Network (Magway Region)
41) Dawei Development Association (Tanintharyi Region)

42) Southern Youth Fellowship (Tanintharyi Region/Myeik)
43) Dawei Farmers’ Union

44) Open Data Myanmar

45) Youth Circle

46) Ethnic Community Development Forum

47) Metta Development Foundation

48) Pa’O Youth Organization



