Statement on 2018 VFV law by IDPs from Kachin and Northern Shan state
Date: 26™ November 2018

The 60-years long civil war in Myanmar led to 1.1 million IDPs and refugees living in IDP camps
inside the country and refugee camps in other countries for their security. Because of the recent civil
war which flared up again in 2011, there are about 120,000 IDPs living in IDP camps in Kachin and
Northern Shan states.

The 2018 Vacant, Fallow and Virgin Land Management Law approved by the parliament last
September 11™ 2018, introduces a deadline for land registration. Article 22 (b) of the 2018 VFV Law
states that the land has to be registered within the six months after the law was approved, and
further states that people who do not follow this law will be imprisoned for 2 years or will be charged
for 500,000 kyats or both.

In relation to the new 2018 VFV law, an announcement was made by the VFV management
committee on October 30" 2018. This announcement is entitled “Announcement to the people and
organizations which are using the vacant, fellow and virgin lands without the permission of the
central committee”. The announcement was confirmed in the Myanmar Ah Lin newspaper on
November 2" 2018 in an article referring to the “Announcement on vacant, fellow and virgin land
registration”.

This law and especially Article 22 (b) is threatening the land security of IDPs from Kachin and
Northern Shan states. Thus, the IDPs from Kachin and Northern Shan states are releasing this
statement.

1. The lands that IDPs have left behind are not vacant, fallow or virgin land. Before the fighting
happened in 2011, our ancestors were the original occupant and had worked on those lands
using our own customary practices.

2. IDPs who are displaced because of the civil war are people whose rights are being violated,
and we fully intend to go back to our original lands once the country is in peace.

3. We IDPs are concerned for our land because companies are coming into the area in
different ways and are working on our lands, for banana and other types of plantations. We,
the affected IDPs, have sent complaints to the Kachin state government to protect our land
from being confiscated by companies twice; once on 2017 October 13™ and on 2018 April
3". However, our lands and our original places are still insecure.

4. We IDPs and refugees have the right to own our houses, our lands and our original places,
according to the Pinheiro Principles of the United Nations.

5. The people’s government elected by people has to stop providing land registration and
giving permission to companies and outsiders to work or use the land of IDPs. The
government is obliged to fully protect the people.

6. The people’s government elected by the people must stop companies which try to take the
land of IDPs for banana plantation and other plantation, and must take action on them as
needed.

7. The people’s government elected by people must prevent the IDPs’ original land from being
registered as forest land or state owned land.



8. The people’s government elected by people must take full responsibility to give back the
land and natural resources that the 1.1-million displaced persons and refugees left behind
when the latter are able to return back to their land. And until the IDPs return back to their
land, the government must take full responsible to protect the IDPs properties and lands.

9. The VFV Law (2018) goes against the 2016 National Land Use Policy and does not
recognize the customary land practice of the indigenous people. Moreover, this law is
making the indigenous people to become criminals. This article is not in line with federal
democracy standards and can cause land conflicts in ethnic reconciliation and peace
process. This law can also make the IDPs to become landless people and threaten the land
security. Thus, we release this statement calling for the abolishment of this law.

By IDPs from Kachin and Shan states

U Too Nan — 09895031893
Daw Ywe Sont — 09778825331
U La Dee — 09776357919
Daw La Shee Hkaung — 09258692962
U Bran Taung — 18187269568

U La Zun Tan Gyee - 15687574992
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